Journals and periodicals Journals and periodicals began to take over from books in the world of science in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth century with the new learning: observations in the medical field, also burgeoning, began to appear in the philosophical transactions of the Royal Society together with observations on mathematics, physics, chemistry, and the developing biological sciences. Not until the eighteenth century did specifically medical journals begin to appear. Lock traces the further rise of the specialist medical journals from the nineteenth century to date.' Rheumatism journals were late to appear. The first such periodical specifically devoted to rheumatism was published in 1929 by Van Although the rheumatology section has expanded considerably since then in the general textbooks, as has its own bookshelf library footage, comparable or often much bigger expansion has occurred with a large number of other specialties and the progression to specialty textbooks was a natural process.
Textbooks of rheumatology in England started with 'Fletcher' in 1949 and 'Copeman' in the same year, and, in the United States, Comroe had already put forward the first comprehensive book on rheumatology in 1940, following Pemberton's two most influential books of 1929 and 1934. Comroe's book went through three editions (1940, 1942, 1944) (fig 2) of the earlier centuries to the equally striking copper and steel engravings of the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries (fig 3) , lithography, and photography. Colour lithography began in the nineteenth century and was used by Garrod 
